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Sermon
Brothers and sisters in Christ!

Peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ!


As we gather here on this Sunday of Pentecost we are reminded about how God the Holy Spirit who was promised by the risen Christ came upon a few fearful disciples with a transforming and life giving power to create the church. Indeed, the Bible affirms to us that the work of the Holy Spirit from the very beginning of creation is to complete and to sustain what God the Father has planned and what Jesus Christ has begun. The Author of the book of Genesis mentions this reality saying, “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the water.” (Gen. 1:2).

In a similar manner at Pentecost, with the beginning of the new creation which came into existence through and in Christ, it is the Holy Spirit who comes to grant forgiveness of sin, new life and power to God’s church. It is the Holy Spirit who would bring abundant blessings and great renewal from God (Isa. 32:12-18).
As the Apostle John outlined in our text mentioned above, Jesus has told his disciples that he was going away, the disciples were filled with grief, because Jesus had told them that he was leaving them. But they still did not fully realize that he was talking about his death which was approaching.

Before the death of Jesus, the disciples were weak, wavering and fearful men. After the death of Jesus, the Holy Spirit came upon them and transformed them into powerful, steady and courageous men; that was why Jesus said that it was to their advantage that he will go away.
In a previous encounter with his disciples, Jesus had already explained something about the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17, 26 and 15:26). Here Jesus told his disciples what the Holy Spirit does as he comes to their life, to the church. He says that the Holy Spirit will reveal the guilt of men and women in the world, in regard to – sin, righteousness, and judgment.

1. In regard to sin

The Holy Spirit shows human beings that they are sinners, because they have refused to believe in Christ. A human basic need is that he/she makes himself or herself the master of one’s own life, which is self-centeredness, or selfishness. Everything that natural human beings do is ultimately for one’s self. It is because of this selfishness that he/she refuses to accept any other master besides himself or herself - such as God or Christ. But what Jesus says is: “you must serve me” and in contrast man says: “No, I will only serve myself. I do not believe in you.”

The Holy Spirit comes to convict human beings for this attitude of selfishness and unbelief. Because only when the Holy Spirit convicts our conscience can we fully realize our selfishness and then turn to God in repentance, and the Holy Spirit guides us and helps us in this journey.
2. In regard to righteousness

As the Holy Spirit comes, he shows men and women Christ’s righteousness. The world called Jesus a “sinner” (John 9:29), but Jesus was shown to be righteous, because he rose from the dead and went to his Father in heaven. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit shows us that we have no righteousness of our own. Only Christ is righteous. And only through Christ’s death on the cross can we be cleansed of our sins and made righteous before and in the presence of God (Mark 10:45). Therefore, the Holy Spirit shows us that we can never be righteous by our own efforts. Only the Holy Spirit can show this to us; we would never believe it otherwise.

3.  In regard to judgment

The Holy Spirit shows men that judgment has already fallen upon Satan, the prince of this world. Jesus defeated Satan on the cross, (John 12:31). Satan has been condemned, and in the end, he will be destroyed. Although Jesus did not hide anything from his disciples (John 15:15), he could not explain everything to them before he died, because they were not ready to hear it. They would need the help of the Holy Spirit to understand the depth of the lessons they had yet to learn.
Therefore, Jesus told them that the Holy Spirit would come to them to teach them what was left for them to learn. The Holy Spirit would guide them into all truth. The Holy Spirit would tell them what is yet to come; that the Spirit would prepare them for the future, for the great work of establishing the church of Christ throughout the world, and prepare them to face suffering and death. The Holy Spirit did all these things for those first disciples, and the Spirit has been doing the same thing for every Christian ever since.
The Holy Spirit doesn’t speak of his own. He speaks only what he hears from God. The Holy Spirit is God’s Spirit and therefore speaks the word of God. The Holy Spirit always glorifies Christ. Whatever kind of works the Holy Spirit does, or whatever kind of guidance the Holy Spirit gives, it will always be for the glory of Christ.
This is an important way to test whether or not we are really being led by the Spirit in any particular endeavor: will what we are doing glorify Christ? If so, then we can be sure it is the Holy Spirit who is leading us. However, if what we are doing doesn’t bring glory to Christ, then it is not from the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit does for us what Jesus would have done if he had remained on earth. Jesus said, “he, will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine (John 16:14). The Holy Spirit takes the righteousness of Christ, his authority, his power, his glory and makes it known to us. All these together belong to Christ, belong to God. All these things will be made known to us through the Holy Spirit. We shall not only know of Christ’s righteousness, power, and glory but also shall share in him.
Fulfillment of the promise of Jesus to the disciples 

We recall from what Luke the Apostle narrates that when Jesus ascended to his Father he instructed his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they should receive power from on high. As the disciples were praying in the upper room in Jerusalem fifty days after the death of Jesus, the Holy Spirit descended upon them with the sound of great wind and with tongues of fire which is settled upon each one of them.
Then they began to speak with other languages, filled with power and courage to preach in the name of Christ, his suffering, death and resurrection. Peter, who denied Jesus when he Jesus was in trial stood up, came to the front and started witnessing Christ with great boldness. As a result of his preaching three thousand people were converted and believed in Christ. It was this tremendous manifestation of the divine power that marked the beginning of the church which has ever since regarded Pentecost as its birthday.
Since then the Holy Spirit continued to work in and through the church transforming and reforming the lives of millions of people so that they hear the Word of God, confess their sins and receive forgiveness, get reconciled with God and with their neighbors to live a life worthy of their calling, and continued to witness the risen Christ awaiting his second coming.
It was this manifestation of the Holy Spirit which gave courage to the reformers of the 16th century to speak against the perverted and corrupted teaching of the church of that time being guided by the same Spirit to abide with the true teaching of the Bible. This was why the churches of the reformation put an emphasis on the Spirit as an instrumental entity which opens the human heart for the proclaimed Word and in this way applies the salvation received in Christ to the individual preparing him/her for mission work.
The Holy Spirit is a missionary Spirit. The Spirit guides witnesses, the proclamation of the gospel and leads to the establishment of communities of believers. The Spirit creates a new community - the church in a new way to relate to each other brings together strangers to become brothers and sisters – partners in the mission of God here on earth.
This new community created by the work of the Holy Spirit is a community where we belong not by birth, but by re-birth from above; birth of water and Spirit (John 3:3-5) It is a community of Christians who are guided by the Holy Spirit, respond to the grace of God manifested in Jesus Christ, and who in gratitude for this grace decide to walk in the ways of a new life in Christ and talk and do mission. The new community - the church is placed in the world for mission - for witness and diaconia.
The life giving and empowering Spirit of God is actively working in the life of the church even today. The main reason why churches like the Ethiopian Evangelical Mekane Yesus are growing and expanding throughout years is that God the Holy Spirit is moving through the congregations convicting people, guiding them into all truth, taking the Word of life from Jesus and making it known to all (John16:12-14). He is also calling us to witness Christ and share with others the blessing of salvation poured on us through him.
The new community – transformed and reformed is moved by the Spirit of God who sends, accompanies, and guides the community in the proclamation of the good news to engage in the mission of God with great commitment. The Spirit renews the life of individuals in order that he/she share this new life with his/her neighbor.
During the late 1980th, there was the pouring of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost) on one of the then congregation of the EECMY Central Synod. This congregation is called Granchee and it is now located in the Central Gibe Synod. It was newly built and its inauguration was in progress in the presence of Synod leaders. It was the time of the Derg (Marxist) regime and District authorities came put the synod and parish leaders in prison and ordered the congregation elders to close down the building within two weeks. This happened because the ideology of the day did not allow churches to openly worship and proclaim the gospel.
There was no possibility for the elders to appeal to the higher authorities, but they decide to fast and pray consistently to God in groups in homes at day time and in the congregation building at night time praying to God to give them a way out of the problem. It was on the 13th day, Saturday evening that the Holy Spirit came up on them like a wing of fire. People in the area were visibly seeing a wind of fire consuming the church where elders and other members of the congregation were secretly praying. The residents in the locality of the church ran to the congregation with branches of trees and buckets of water to put off the fire and to save the people in the building calling people praying inside to come out of the building. However, when they came out, all were safe and overwhelmed by the visitation of the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit that came upon the elders and other members of the church filled them with courage to go out and witness the incident in the nearby congregations and in the entire Synod. Signs and wonders of healing followed their prayers, testimonies, preaching and teaching. Congregation members, evangelists and pastors were also revived by the same Spirit and continued to proclaim Christ and to share his love with others. The Spirit continued to create and recreate the church – so that the church could be awakened to fulfill the great commandment.
Each individual member of the church is committed to be a disciple of Jesus not only a follower to share his/her faith with others to make Christ known to all people, (Acts 2:36). It is this witnessed empowered by the Holy Spirit which is keeping EECMY to grow. EECMY, the Evangelical and charismatic Lutheran church now constitutes 8.3 million members. “… Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (II Cor. 3:16-18) to grow, to be transformed in the likeness of Christ, to share the good news without being ashamed of it.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we commemorate the 500th anniversary of reformation and looking back to the history of the Church, we understand that God the Holy Spirit was guiding, protecting and sustaining God’s church even in times of suffering and difficulties. Today this Spirit of God is moving on the face of the earth, leading, advocating for and sustaining the church to bear abundant and living fruits in the life of people preparing them/us for the kingdom of God.

As we look forward to another 500 years we need to pray for the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit helping and supporting us to listen, to obey God, to do his will; for God’s will is that all people come to know that Jesus Christ is Lord and giver of life and that he is our shalom (John 10:10). We need to pray always for Pentecost to move in and through God’s church, to bring the message of peace and reconciliation to the world, to embrace strangers so that they share from the banquet prepared through Jesus in his kingdom. 

May God continue moving us with his Spirit, change us and reform us more and more every day every time enabling us to do his will! Amen! 

Rev. Dr. Wakseyoum Idosa

EECMY, former president



